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A GREAT FIGHD, oo

At Bx-Oonfederale's Desoription of the Ballle,
“White Onk Swamp,"

One of the Bloodiest Contests of the
Lata War,

How a Fighling Army Fals © be Thoroughly
Whipped,

Thn Beenes Plotured by & Man Who Was
on the Npots

Eneelnl Leter,

Affor the battlo of Galnes's Mill Tong-
nirool's grand division recrossed the Chicka-
hominy river, and moved in the rear of
Bavago’s station, on the York River rallrond,
in the direction of the Jowen river, Early
in thp afternoon of June 0, the lead of the
column arrived swithin two or thres miles of
Frazler's furm, nenr White Oak swamp, 1t
was n benutiful day, and no sounds of battle
had up to that time assailed the ear from tho
direction of the line of marsh aloug which
wa knew the army of Gen. MeUlellan
wias rotreating,  As the division lazily swuug
along through the dust, under tho bright
sunlight, wondering what wan the destination
and whero und whon the next blow wonld bo
struek ap the foderal columu, suddoenly there
wis s boom of cannon and s ernsh of musketry
not fur in the front. The loose order of
marol was forthwith closed up, and  very
poon o rogimont of eonfoderate ( North Caro-
Hioa) eavalry camo tearing alomg st full
speed from the direction. of the noiay
of battle, many of the men hate
Yean and seomingly sonred to death. Ao-
cording to the custom of the infantry,
tho cavalry were morcilessly joorod as we
stood on the side of the road to allow thom
to pass, und they wero aiked what they Lnd
seon down the road to soars them sov  The
roply hurled back was: “You'll cal.nh fartln-
ular h—1 when you glt thar to see.” 1t mny
hers ba remarked that the eavalrymen wern
not fr out of tho Wiy i to oup reception
whaon we did “git thar."

Gen, Longatroet immedintely threw out
skirmishors and galloped forward with his
stafl to roconnoitor, althoujh the prsition of
the ensmy was pretty wall kuown from pre-
vious knowledge of the lay of tho gronnd
sid the direction of the rogds, More than a
mile snd a balf was esutibasly ecoversl be-
fore the skirmishers were engigod, and then
the leading divigion wes dep nil:l.l oh the
right and left of tho road, and the artillery
wis bronght up to the front and placed in
position, A coosiderable portion of the aiter-
noon was taken up in these dispositions, and
it was deemed bost to dofer the attnck until
A. P, Hill's division, which was far in the
yoar, huvd come within striling nad support.
fog distance,  While the brigndes were
lying in the Jline of battle awaiting the
order to advatee, detalls were made to fill
cantoens ab &oateenm which was b the right
and rour of the extrome right wing of the
confodemtos. This fuct is mentioned to show
that Longstroot's tight was fr outflanked
before he ndvanced hils line of battle; for na
we nfterward learnsd these detalled men
could have been oasily enptured while gottin
water by the federal line lying in nml.unﬁ
within a hundred ynrde of them, but it was
forbiddon by their generals, This was one
of tho occasions whoen it wonld have
been woll if Longstreet had done s little
mors reconnoltering, espécinlly ns the coun-
try wos thickly wooded. Ile was in a pretty
little trap bofore he began to fght, and the
result at fixat waa disustrous to the confed-
erates. Instead of tho ledaral line being per-

ndicular to the rond lending from Riehmond

o White Oak swamp, ns was the confoderate
Ilm. it formed un noute nqln thoroto, the
left of the line reanhing off the direction
of Malvern hill, Hehind an epon epace on
the rosd not far from Frazier's farm a power-
ful buttery in earthiworks had beon planted,
and to resch this battery the confederates
would bo compelled to struggle through
wnlle or o of taogled thickets interscoted by
strenms; rivines, and morasses,

About two hours bofore sundown the ad-
vauoe was ordervd and the smen were glad of
it, a5 their position had been searched con-
tinually by thoe shells from tho batlery above
roforred to, and tho hot sunshine was almost
unbhearable. Kempor's brigaido was tho right
brigade of Loogstreet's line, and the 17th
Virginin infantry (to which the writer be.
Tongod ) was thoe sight regimuntof the belgade,
As wo moved forward it was oxceadingly
diffionlt to keep any sort of alignment, as
from whore we started ucarly up to the bat-
tery againgt which we warn dirncted, worn
the obstucles above atated, The line wmoved
forward steadily cnougl, however, until
within 400 or 500 yards of the battery, and horo
the canistor camn ruttling through the serab
pined by the bucketiul, men bogan to drop
ocoasfonally, und we were haltod to gob in
some sort of order. Whon the order “for.
ward” was agdin given the 17th Virginia
found itself at the tnﬁ of mu abrapt vy ol
pbuie (lteen foot high, O seramBling to the
bottom, wmder . rattling fire, they found
thomselves knew duor in s warah, with o
atresin and another dvy ol perpendioulnr
to the other on the vight, and o densn
thicket of laurcl and thorn bushes on the
left. MHore thoe bullets of the enemy's in-
fantry line bogan to be felt, although the
Hne it=elt could not be seon, The regluent

ushed  forward s fist as  possiblo,
out a8 thers was no  rooim  in the
ravine to deploy in  full  ropimental

front, thy compunies hnlkn 1o he innxlriwbly
lmddlcd np togethor, ko n flock of shoup.
We had gotton nearly to whero the edgos of
tho ravine wore bordersd by the opon fiold,
whora the fedoral battery was peated, whon
mon begnn to appear on elthoer side, and as
thoy did sot fire into uw it was  doubifal
mattor to us whother they ware not some of
our owi brigade in retreat. Bome of the

imont tirad ut thom, sod instantly o hub-
bub avase: “Don’t five at them thvy nro
our awn men " =d tlwy arL Aug-
rounding us.'

Coninslon rolgned supremo, nnd the officers |
could not maintaln sny control over the mon,
for the companies wore sll wixed up together.
The color company was tha only company in
liny with whe colors, Bnddenly & regiment |
drew up to the thickel vu either slde, nud the
sturs and stripes floating over them showad
whe' they were, evon Widors an ofliver rodé
forwnrd snd demandod onr surrender. The
mgn of the 15th, sithough in a teap,
bogun tighting on thele owin hook, and a
ahout srose, “saye ths coldm, auyhow !
The writer, who was tho Jofv Esrgent,
of tho color company, sealng the eolor buirar,
Tom Havos, durt back with the colors, fol.
Townd elokely o his hoely, although the ¢om- |
s, *Phrow down your nrms, Johunios " |
Sroauently eate from both sides of the vavine, |
followad by whistilug bullote. [espite tho
wnpsh and the mud thosoe of vs who sueecodod
in wvading the st pinek of the 1rep, excopt
o Tow whois bullets étopped u thelr tin
made sueh good timo thit wo ware soon out |
of gupshot, On reaching the ivy elil we fougd
tho old eolenel trying to mally tho remnant
of the reglmont fore o stand, bub it was only »
pltiul havdful thut gathorsd about im, und
mauy of these wore wodudod, though not dis-
uhl Hardiy had the dipdputive ling beon
formed uymn the restied colom buthie somo
of the moen eamo ruuning In, doeliring that
the while Urigade hind beon Bosten, nnd that
thi epemy wero already on the leld (lank.
he redrent wins agiln ordereds but I8 wans i
so demnoralizod b way that hefore two hiis-
dred wards Lol besn eovervd In the thivk
unddergrowth tho colonpl was loft with but
n corporal™s guard,.  This was the first thae
that tho 15:h had been conpollod to Ay from
the faoe ol thy enemy, sud s hittersess of
difout wins on that account ntepsified. "The
wen woie aobbiug and euralog, in s breath,
n  they burrivd along while the old colonnl
il n|1|='l wlong In his great (nek-boats Inou
daded . way, monning and  thirowlug up his
hands dospaiviogly ot dotersals,  TUimsy be
saked whore were the reservos all this thwer
Th tyabh is that the cliego wastands withont
veservis,  Longatreet had doubtloss gos tired
of walting for A, P N s diwiklon. sid Lad
amln fho pesnidt with bt two divisions. At
By rute Romper's broken tooons had fallen
batk Mily W milo and o WIE frosh the
grouud of the dght Lofore thoy mel o brigade L
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of Hill's men ulnnuinl n llhu nl‘ battls to

mupport thom, and tp to this point Longitrest
hwd ot decidodly the worst tho strigele ; in

l.;uil e wis completely fleoredd lur the ting
alng.

Wihen the 17th was ab lnst gnihermd to-
wother in the ronr It was folnd !.hal.only
elglity mon wors prosent ottt of tha 100 that
went inte the xgln the remnindor were
althor Xillad, wopnded, or chpitired . among
tho Intter were tha lientenant coloncl, over
Walt the eaptaing and Heutenants; and abouk
ninets men,

Ad above Indieated, TS Aivining, whieh
Wi the strongest in tho graod di\:ilnuh chmn
up just in tho nick of time to pravent o gone
aral vont and restoro tho biattle, and 18 1y
doubifal if t‘huv eould have done this had the
fedural general swi g follovenid np!n foren
the advantage ho had goined. Longatreat
had at lnst found out the position of the
foderl Hine of battle, and the fierce sesanlt
of s leading brigades gave him s breaths
!n'g .En" in which to make new tlinrnullnml
The battle was now ronawel with fnerensod
fury, the ““"“ih‘ huving  besn  got
inte position for offective u'rl'lui which
Wwos'  nob  the cnse on  the fimt  wse
sanlt. The battery in front of which
Kemper's  brigade had  recelved snch
an unmerciful ponnding was thees thines
talcen and threo times resovered, and the in.
fantey assailiog and the infantry defending
frequontly eame to locked hayonots, 1t wan
n furlons and desperate struggle, and never
dnriug the wargas the untiinehing eourigs of
the Amerlean boldior whon his blood is up
botter itlustrated than io this lnst assinlt at
White Oak swamp. The hattle mps! even
after nightfall, the gansand the Oeld of hattle
then remaining in possession of the confeder-
ates. ‘There was but 1ittle for the confvdarato
reneral to boast of, exvept the aaptured shng,
which had been rendered almost uselis, The
owses on both aldes were about tho same,
The retreat of the union troops was buk w
part of the programie of Gen, McClolian to
tike position to dofend bis tealns wnd fight
by diy, nud ot night to pumuo Lils rotront
toward Harrison's Innding. Atany ratoe the
fodoral troops niter dark fell back aod mosed
off to tako up their ground on Malvern hill,
the lakt of the “sevon disys’ flebt,”" whore tho
nextafternoon the confederate foreea recoived
n savors punishinent withont belng able to
Inflict an adequnte return for the ssiio apon
their opponents,

After the firing had eensed tho squad de-
talled to bury onr dead found that the 17th
had not surrendorod (emely, Withina shnrt
compass in the ravine our dend wore lying
thickly, ss well ns the mora desporately
wounded. The wounded expected to ro-
pover had beon ratoved by tho suesmy. Wa
learnod that all had been broated with the
greatest kindness and  homanit Around
the Dattery the dead wers liteyal Yy Iying in
swathos, nnd old soldioes who partielpated in
thosa chorges and countoer r.-.hatp;ul for tho
possession of the guns have been heavd to say
fines the war that in no battle of the war in
tho enst, with the possibile axecption of Spott-
sylvanin Court House, was there florcer or
more doternined n;hling or more man kifled
and wounded within the same spaco of ground
vhan in the above stated protracted eoutest
for she guns,

————————
The Mississippl's False Hottom.
T the Editor,

Capl, W, L. Mharshall, of the United Siates en-
inoers, !n éhintge of river Improvement work ik
ke I'rovidenco, Louisisna, for tho Mississippl
river comuuission, clalims to have diwove ol ovi-
denoe that the whole bottom of the Misjsippt
river is moving forward lko a glacler.— Esthange.
The Mississippl river has two bottoms, tho
upper and lower bottom. The lower ono is
solid and does not move. What Capt. Mar-

shall hns now discovored has been known
and noticed for many years. What Capt,
Mnrahail is now seoing {8 the upper bottom,
or, in other worda, is the mud or dross which
aecamulatos jn or on the upper bottom of the
river, and is earried down toward the soa.
There nre thmes when the ourcentof the river
rung with great force, Then it is that this
false bottom moves forwprd as o glicier,
This fulse botrom Ln muny feot diop and
slides over tho lower bottom of the river, At
timos it almost cloges the mouth of tho Mis-
slssippl, During the late war it was found
thut vossols that Ist go thelr anchors fu the
river had to “sight them;" thut is, if they
romained any length of time in one place
the anchor wonld have to be drawn up and
lot ﬁo agnin, or they wonld soon become so
deeply imbeddod in the mud that, in heay-
ing or trying to heavo up the anchur, the
chain would part, thus resnlting in the loss
of the nuchor, This froquently happens,
HancounT,

—— ———
The FiMelency of L Avmy,

The bill inteoduce] by Hepitor Logan in
the last eongress 'to inereass the ulvloney of
tho army” waz relntroduced by him yester-
day. 1t provides thot horeafter in time of
peace all offenders in the srmy chinrgod with
offennes now punishable by & regimentsl or
garrison conct martinl shall be hronght hefore
the commissioned oflicar spcond In command
at tho post ‘or stution, who shinll hear the
offocss wud doetermine tho punishinent, sub-
Jeet to the approval of the post commander,
Tt preseribes tho rutes of pay flor non-com-
missionod officers and privates; authorixes
army oflicers st posts apart from settloment
to employ one  priviste a8 o sorvant, tho pri-
vato consenting; suthorizes the i85t of fitel
to oflienrs; prosoribes the rate of extra pay for
servico on detail, &c.

Smnlipox In Loulsville.

The surgoon genoral of the macine hospital
potvico hus been informed that sinulipox is
epidemie in Louisville, Ky., amil that thers
waore seven denths from that disease in thoe
maring haspital there during the week end-
ingJan, 31, He hos also vecolved o letlor
from the deputy colloctor ut Kodluk, Alaska,
reporting that smallpox was raging among
tho Indians in tho western part of that terri-
tory, and requesting thnt the officer of tho
mnring hospital servico stationed at Sitka
superintond the vacoinotion of the nativos,
The surgonn general hns referced the matter
to the houso committes on public health,
with & recommondation thut provision be
made flor gruutiuu the n.quuut.

l"!l“l.l“. Thele Ilﬂuh 'I'n;,etl"r.

The river snd hacbor bill i beginning to
be nuiotly diseussed smong moembors,
puelally by the ropresentatives with naviga-
ble crechs in their distriots. Uhiove will I
slrong alfort made to enlargoe this monsuro to
an nnnannl oxtont by Hboral provisions for
work in southern and southswestera statos,
ns it Is o pponed to bo o strong lovar in Isvor
of tho sitting momber in hin coutest for re.
olootion.  Congrossman Willls suys, howevor,
that his commistes will endeator to keep
the lbarality of thewr collesgues within
bounds, sl that they have fixed S00G00,000)
a8 tho muximum swonut that shull bo sppro-
printed by the bill,

i
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Cureency Legidslation,

A momboer of the bunking ourrency
| comzultten of the ouse says that thers Tn buy
| Iktle donbi that s bill will soon be veportud,
almost unsnimously, providing thnt nationul
banles miny Inctease thole vivanlation th the
PRl pie vislan of saeh Tidtel Sebes bonda e
they havo doposited in tho United States
trondury to socurn thele nobes, W I wlio
stated thit thoro (4 hut Httle prospiot of any
silvor leglolption whatover, excopt pechops
with regued to the trado doblars, aond thay
these will bo yotived for sucoliage wpou
strlotly juse u rinis th Imhlcm.

il

Ildllnu l".\'nh

tepresontative Clomonty, of CGoorgin, is
wfter thoss porsons in the consular aud dips
lomatio service whao huve been alwent from
their noats sinee Jan, 1, 1552 1t |s stated
that the tiwe inwardooss of Mr Clomonte's
resolution los fn the fiet that one us two
Cioorgians holding positions wnder the dtate
depurtimant have avalled thunoelees of o
lonve of absence to cumg home sud give him
cansitirnble trouble In keepbng his geip on
Lis district,

——— e
Soeating Me. SElnner,
The housy oloctions eomeditten yerlarlay

finnlly eonkidered the North Curoliun contest |

of Tuole wa. Bhilnner, sud by s vote of o
sgiiiiat 5, deeidsd to roport that My, Skinner
i entitled to retain his sent.

. —
Plenvo=Puetincnin B,
Yosterday Lo sonnlo coouittos on  agrle

culture diinniniau ¥ opdores, o vipnble . pes | el

mark an tho plenco-gieuoionis bill  futro-
duiod by Bonntor Mil II of New Yurk, |

HUONE Luwmu.m Uuuu.

]ﬂ‘l'flh\‘nl'l‘ll}‘ 1'|u:,\1 1E8.

M Belmont wlm- lh- Iu\w Modifed—A
A Enife With Two Eidgew,
A resolutlon wis fayorhily raparted yeiter-
day by Represontabive Holmoent, of New York,
from the howse commitlon on forelgn alfhig
to enable thet combtition and the hoite to
examino all the diplomatio notes that have
passod betwosn the United States and Groat
Britain since Octe 20, 1570, on the sahject of
extradition, and  also to examine any new
prajocts or cxbradition AerAtgmients that
wax have ook muds or may have beoo sabe
mitted by cithor government to the othrm
‘Tho resolution is m‘rnm;muiud by nte
preparod by Mr. Boliont, aud_ adopte
the oolamittee, sottlng forth shat sines 10
the United States Have copcludud sotmo
twenty oextradition troaties, covering more
than na mnny distinet ofMonges; hat the treaty
of 1542, belwesn the United Mates and Groat
I!rl'lnil.l stande nnenlaged and nnlimproved
with i, aon milos of Toondary on the north of
us, with Britiah eolonten 0 the West Iniies,
Al with nnsnepassed thoilitles Tor almost
dully departure from  the jnrisdiction of
eithier country by swill oconn stoniners,
AThe exiating Hritish troaty only speoifica
murder, ansanle with futent to minrdur, pledey,
arion, rohbory, dnd forgery. Neithier b ralary,
the fnhrhu'lnn and efronlntion of conntesfolt
money, bowds und bank notes, omberglomont
of publlo money or of private funds, kid.
nupping, larcens, nor, indeed, any of the
midern eommercial exlmon dro t-ufarml by the
tronty, In the oxisting rolations of tho two
conntrien with one anothér, growing out of
evonts in Trolund, It §s cortainly of the ut-
moat importance, the report says, thit the
houso shall know what views, §if any, tho
British govornment Iins taken and exprossod
ot the question tespecting the quantity and
dunlity of pollbiensl morives and pubpodses
which ean make myrder an oxtraditabla of-
fensw in the oye of her own statiute or in the
eyo of intornationnl Inw.

’l'nklng Thme h;' the Forelovk.

The teerotary of the trossnry has approved
the recomniendation of Bhrgeon Ueneral
Hamilton that an jmmediste inspootion bo
made of the cities borderlng on tho Gulf of
Mexido and the Carlbbonn sea having eom-
mereo with the United States, In ordor thint
their petunl sanitacy condition may bo known
in pdvaneo of the yellow faver soason, A
meadicsl ofMeer of the tmarine hospital sorvice
and a revenue marine offleer will be detalled

for thnimpuv!iun 0
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